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ABSTRACT -
ety of  forms, showing its lively connections with past and contemporary culture and its ca-

popularisation of  high culture and, in a sense, the aestheticisation of  everyday life. Addition-
ally, this paper challenges the idea that the act of  reading implies a temporal and ontological 

-
ity of  this type of  tourism to merge words and images, thus turning language into spectacle 

Keywords -

INTRODUCTION

-

until the end of  the last century that literary tourism attracted scholarly 
-
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-

or imaginary events into emotions and memories underlies the con-

-

literary tourism in terms of  travelling to destinations linked to writers 

-

social creations earmarked for tourists. 

-
-

-

activity of  reading catalyses the visit and appreciation of  literary sites. 
-

contends that literature is the  for arousing interest among 

other hand, found that the trait d’union
and readers — apart from typifying a secular form of  pilgrimage to 

while the act of  reading links writers and their audience, it simultane-
ously emphasises their mutual remoteness, especially when their onto-

 trig-

ibid

-
-
-
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-

of  literary tourism.

the most representative of  literary tourism — illustrates a lack of  an 
-

audiences. We contend that the tremendous educational potential of  

-
sation of  literature and other forms of  art through intertwining display 
with discourse in order to link more intimately art with ordinary life. 

literary tourism as a whole. Furthermore, this paper argues that there 
is a knowledge gap concerning the role of  literary tourism in enhanc-
ing the power of  literature and arts to make education more attractive 

a view to stimulating new approaches to our cultural traditions.

et al

phenomenon of  cultural tourism. Conversely, other researchers have 

et al -

that Hoppen et al -

lack of  statistics. As a consequence, literary tourism can self-evidently 



whose heterogeneity makes any comparison, especially among Europe-

data in Europe as well as to the fact that culture is generally judged to 

-

-
-

tween literature and tourism. 

Table 1. Typologies of  literary tourism

Aspects of  homage to an actual location

destination in its own right

Travel writing

Film-induced tourism

Literary festivals

Bookshop tourism

-
troducing tourists to an author’s early life and social status prior to 

-

of  inspiration, often heralding the authors’ literary vision and destiny. 
-

ists and literary pilgrims.

-
-



thors. Furthermore, graves and the idea of  physical annihilation asso-

The transformation of  writers into mythical icons implies their in-

ibid

-

with writers, and artists in general, are so popular.

Death often turns writers’ homes into tourist attractions as they are 
-

-
memoriae loci

resulting from the transformation of  life into literature and vice versa. 
They are projections of  the author’s identity and vehicles for his talent 

-

-

the emotional world of  either characters or authors, however, then un-

-
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-

-
ture and in conferring value and distinctiveness to national cultural heritage. 

-
-

side tours of  movie studios and theme parks. The latter, Beeton also 
-
-

sentations — as well as to the issue of  authenticity, as Buchman et al. 

-

Travel writing

-

 for 

-
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-

-

-

-

-
-

shops of  a particular destination in order to track down especially local 
-

-
-

ibid
-

A more traditional way of  getting involved with literary tourism is 

-

-
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-

-
-

Literary tourists’ motivations are typically concerned with an inter-
-

enhancement, escape, emotional connection and engagement with his-
et al

-

Nostalgia plays a crucial role in appreciating literary tourism as it im-

et al

-
-

making provocative use of  imagination that may function as a key to the 

-

the aesthetic underpins the phenomenological. This allows an emotional 

-
ibid

-
toethnography. These two forms of  autoethnography, however, should 

Analytic autoethnography is seen as closer to traditional ethnogra-
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-

Consistent with the aforementioned research method, the main step 

a thirty-page diary over a two-month period. The diary was conceived 

-

diary was imagined as an organising tool for engaging with her creative 

analysis, provided a focus for her autoethnographic narrative.
Thematic analysis was used to make sense of  the data collected and 

-

codes, such as culture, secret feelings, personal transformation, and led 
to the creation of  four themes placed into two overarching categories. 

-

-

events narrated in her autoethnographic account.

-
thors’ identity was taken as transparency is essential in research, and 

of  creating and maintaining an open relationship with one’s audience.
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The main limitations of  using this research method are fundamen-
tally connected to the epistemological status of  autoethnography and 

-
tive, and therefore partial, narrative inquiry. Particularly, the option of  

-
-
-

-
phy chosen, it is presented from an emotional perspective in order to 

I

The evocative autoethnography presented in this paper cannot 
-

squares, theatres, gardens alongside watercourses that show how na-

-

and how they are constantly reconstructed and conveyed to contem-

a vehicle for the cultural transmission of  values across generations and 

-
riences so as to integrate them into ordinary life and thus turn them 

In this autoethnographic account, a poetic language is used, as it 
-



35

use of  resonant headings and are presented through fragments of  an 

included to help capture atmosphere, memories, and emotions. The 

years ago, when I was attending college and imagined life as a winged 
-

connections with my own soul that, as I then realised, was constantly 

especially during the summer holidays when days endlessly stretched 

novels, which I thought of  as magic worlds whose perfect remoteness 
from the monotony of  ordinary life was like a promise of  great ad-

It happened during a class in Italian literature, when the teacher was 
introducing an artistic movement called Decadentism, that I heard his 

-

-

display in shedding light on the deepest recesses of  the human mind 
and soul as well as unearthing the metaphysical essence of  knowledge. 

-

world wherein, in a sense, I could catch a glimpse of  mine. I sought some 

always attempting to empathise with his world. I strained to retain every 
-

came enveloped in his poetry. The words he used appeared to me like col-

of  the Italian language and it gradually uncovered my passion for writing.
-
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me realise that literature can shape our way of  living, letting our souls 

grew more intimate, the idea of  seeing the place where my favourite 

Riviera, a peaceful lake resort which invokes visions of  a splendid past. 

Vittoriale, this famous shrine of  military and literary victories whose 

greatness and of  those gifted spirits that had once lived, loved, and died 

and its awe-inspiring surroundings, I could almost hear my thoughts 

-

his life had slowly faded away. A mood of  melancholy descended upon 

rose to the surface. 
-

aesthetic wisdom and enriched with the incessant search for meaning 

The keen sense of  nostalgia that had struck me while admiring the 

its mysterious charm and which appeared to me as a sensuous rhyme, 
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over me in the Music Room. 
Here, I stood in contemplation of  two stupendous pianos accom-

covering the walls of  this room, the precious carpets languidly layered 

impression on me as the room looked like a silent poem poignantly 

-

for the poet’s art, my attention was drawn to a sculpted head covered 
with a veil. It portrayed Eleonora Duse, one of  the great loves of  

love and art. I knew it had lit up the poet’s personal and artistic world. 
-

desolation of  the present.

-

not take in the hundreds of  artistic items of  various shapes and col-
ours that thronged this eccentric room, which appeared to me as the 

-

withers in the warm sun. Because of  its magical power, art had trans-

in the room and I could feel shining in my eyes.



reality while the wonderful vision I had just evaporated. 

own ideas, passions, and dreams, as well as a constant contempla-
tion of  the movements of  one’s soul. Only in this way will an artist 

them into ordinary life, just like a master potter working his clay into 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

-

at Il Vittoriale degli Italiani. The tourism literature was interrogated 

an offshoot of  cultural tourism. 

showed a diversity which is indicative of  contemporary cultural diver-

high and popular culture —e.g., literary festivals. This diversity is a sign 
of  the capacity of  literary tourism to create a variety of  myths — e.g., 

-

role of  the imagination, on the other hand, is noted to play an impor-
-

of  connecting literary tourists with their favourite authors has then 

literature more interactive and present in readers’ lives.



An analysis of  literary tourists’ motivations detected that they are 

are essentially emotional in nature as they entail a close relationship 
-

sen as the research approach for the study of  literary tourist motiva-

Within this research approach, the new method of  evocative autoeth-

feelings through a poetic style of  writing — was chosen to present a 
personal literary tourist account. The use of  poetic language to discuss 
the analysis serves to add originality to the discourse on literary tour-

literary tourism issues.

-
cused on literary tourists’ motivations to visit literary sites, namely a 

lived and worked, nostalgia, and the search for a new identity. Nostal-
gia, which constituted the third theme, was linked to an emotional in-

to escape a less meaningful present. Finally, the fourth theme was cen-

art and the transformation of  art into a lifestyle.
-

cal and emotional dimension of  literary tourism aesthetics, which im-

well as among art, history, and everyday life. Furthermore, the notion 

-
tween the past and the present is also supported. On the other hand, 
the paper challenges the idea that the act of  reading implies a temporal 

author’s art in a timeless and undifferentiated dimension of  intimacy. 
-

more authentic life, provided that art is assimilated into one’s own soul. 
Furthermore, this paper, despite its limitations that are concerned 

-
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tourism with past and contemporary culture alongside its potential 
-
-

ly, the attempt to decipher literary tourist motivations from an evoca-

-
tivities aiming at the popularisation of  literature and other forms of  
art through intertwining display with discourse in order to link more 
intimately art with ordinary life. It is our contention that this way of  
looking at literary tourism emphasises its power to promote and dis-

-

investigation of  travel writing with respect to the role that the literary 
conventions it uses play in shaping literary tourists’ motivations and 

-

-
nography as a research method, considering its capacity to penetrate 

-
oughly how culture is incorporated into ordinary life. Finally, as Hop-
pen et al

-
nomenon.
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